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But above all, China herself is the biggest problem. The deeper tendencies of power-political thinking, or statesman-like foresight according to power politics, already pose an insoluble difficulty. As Professor Spykman warns us: "A modern, vitalized and militarized China of 450,000,000 people is going to be a threat n^t only to Japan, but also to the position of the Western Powers in the Asiatic Mediterranean/* ''The preservation of the balance of power will thefi be necessary not only because of our interest in strategic raw materials [rubber and tin] but because of what unbalanced power in this region could do to the rest of the world/'* Hence, according to Professor Spykman, in order to set up such a highly desirable balance of power in the Far East, "the United States will have to adopt a similar protective policy toward Japan'* as she adopts toward England. However, we are caught at present in the contradictory and illogical position of helping China, our potential enemy, to crush Japan, our potential friend in the Far East. This is confusion worse confounded. Hence we must help China to be strong enough not to be completely knocked out of the war, but not strong enough to stand on her feet after the war and challenge others, while we must crush Japan enough to win the war and not crush her enough so that she cannot revive and recover her power.
If further confusion is desired, I can offer some. Even Professor Spykman's proposal of planning for a half-strong and half-weak China and a half-strong and half-weak Japan does not insure complete security. That these two nations may be so cunningly manipulated that they will keep on fighting each other and exhausting each other for the West's benefit is conceded. It is conceivable, however, that decades from now, Japan and China may
* Nicholas John Spyfanan, America's Strategy and World P^iiics, p. 469,